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a government, yet the breaking of the wave often
depends upon some small incidental thing done or left
undone. Godolphin gratuitously furnished his antagon-
ists with tho occasion that was wanted, and the great
crisis came rapidly to a head in a wholly unexpected
form. In disturbed times an important feature is the
calendar of political fasts and festivals. The com-
memoration of anniversaries has always marked danger-
ous moments in the last hundred years of French
government, and on a humbler scale in the annals of
Ireland since the Union. The political saints'-days in
England in the reign of Anne wore the 30th .January,
the date of the martyrdom of the blessed King Charles
Ij the 29th May, tho birthday and tho day of the
restoration of his blessed son, King Charles 31; and the
6th November, the day on which, in 1005, tho king and
tho three estates of tho realm had their wonderful
escape from the most traitorous and bloodily-intended
massacre by gunpowder,- -and tho day on which also,
by a striking coincidence, William of Oranges had
landed at Torlmy eighty-throe years later for the
deliverance of our Church and nation. Sermons on
these famous dates them, and for many years to conic,
gave an opportunity too good to be lost for talking
violent politics. A sermon at Hi Paul's was like a
modem demonstration in 1 lytlo Park, and tho groat con-
troversy botwntm Iloadloy, of St. Petor-lo-Poer, and
Blackball, of Bt, Mary Aldormary, excited tho same kind
of interest as Newport programmes and Midlothian
manifestoes. Br, Price's discourse at the dissenting
meeting-house in tho Old Jowry on 4th November 1789
laid tho train for Burke'i Kejleciivw on, the, Prmch Rewlw-